Ordinance No. 2026-23
V3

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 276, “WATER”, 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NETCONG AND MANDATING INSPECTION AND REPLACEMENT OF LEAD SERVICE LINES

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Netcong, in the County of Morris and State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1.   Chapter 276, “Water” of the Code of the Borough of Netcong shall be amended by the inclusion of the following additional Section 276-22 which shall be entitled “Mandatory Inspection and Replacement of Lead Service Lines” and shall read, in its entirety, as follows: 
§276-22.  Mandatory Inspection and Replacement of Lead Service Lines
A. Lead Service Lines Prohibited.   It is hereby established that the existence of Lead Service Lines are strictly prohibited in the Borough of Netcong.
B. Access to Private Property to Perform Lead Service Line Inspection 
1. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 58:12A-39 the Borough is responsible to access private property to perform a lead service line inspection provided that owner and any residents of the property have received not less than 72 hours' notice unless an emergency exists. Notice may be in person or, if not able to be reached, by mail or posting a written notice on the property. 
2. The Owner shall provide the Borough or a contractor with access to the property to verify the existence or absence of a lead service line
3.  Exclusion from Requirement; Proof Required. A property owner may be excluded from the mandatory inspection of its service line by providing the Borough by providing written proof from a licensed and certified plumber that it does not have a lead service line on its property and/or that the lead service line was previously removed and replaced.

4. Failure to Provide Access to Private Property. If the owner of the property is inaccessible or otherwise denies access to the property to enable the inspection or provide proof that it does not have lead piping, the Borough shall issue a Refusal of Access Notice and proceed with any of the following actions:  
a. The Borough may commence an action in the Superior Court of New Jersey to gain access to the property, naming the owner and occupants as defendants.
b. No certificate of occupancy, temporary certificate of occupancy, continued certificate of occupancy, rental registration, Certificate of Habitability, Zoning Permit, Street Opening Permit, Sign Permit Business Change of Occupancy or any other permit issued by the Borough that is not mandated by State statute shall be issued by the Borough for property upon which the Borough has been denied access. Upon access being granted, remediation occurring, and/or agreement to participate in the Borough lead service line replacement program, the above referenced documents shall be issued.
c. A penalty as provided in Section 276-21 for a violation of this Chapter may be issued to the property owner. Each day the Borough is denied access shall constitute a separate offense.

C.  The owner of any dwelling, building or structure serviced by a lead service line is required to replace the lead service line on their property.  The owner of the dwelling, building or structure shall replace their lead service line by any of the following methods:

1. Signing up for the Lead Service Line Replacement Program offered by the Borough and allowing contractors to access their property to conduct the replacement. The contractor will provide the owner with a Right of Entry form for completion. The Right of Entry form will provide the contractor with access to the property to verify the existence of a lead service line; or
2. Replacing the lead service line on their own and at their own expense. If an owner selects this option, then replacement must be completed within 90 days of effective date of this chapter. An extension of time may be granted where the owner can demonstrate, to the Borough, that a good faith effort has been made to comply with the chapter. An owner is required to provide the Borough with proof that the lead service line has been replaced. Proof must include at a minimum: a permit issued by the Borough to a licensed plumber authorized to do the work; an invoice from the contractor who completed the work; a copy of the estimate along with any report of the work completed, and an inspection report from the Borough verifying the removal.

SECTION 2.   This Ordinance may be renumbered for codification purposes.

SECTION 3.  All Ordinances of the Borough of Netcong, which are inconsistent with the provision of this Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.


SECTION 4.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance.

SECTION 5.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and publication as required by law.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced in writing at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Netcong, County of Morris and State of New Jersey, held on the 10th day of September, 2026 introduced and read by title and passed on the first reading and that the said Governing Body will further consider the same for second reading and final passage thereon at a meeting to be held on the 8th day of October, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., prevailing time, at the Municipal Building in said Borough, at which time and place a public hearing will be held thereon by the Governing Body and all persons and citizens in interest shall have an opportunity to be heard concerning same.

ATTEST:
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Elmer M Still, Mayor

 ______________________________
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