Ordinance No. 2026-25
V2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22, “FIRE DEPARTMENT,” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NETCONG TO ESTABLISH CRIMINAL RECORD QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE NETCONG FIRE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS the Borough of Netcong maintains the Netcong Fire Department pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Code of the Borough of Netcong; and

WHEREAS § 22-4 of Chapter 22 establishes the qualifications for membership in the Netcong Fire Department; and

WHEREAS § 22-5 of Chapter 22 requires applicants for membership to submit to a criminal history search and authorizes the Netcong Borough Police Department to obtain criminal history record information concerning applicants; and

WHEREAS the Borough Council finds that persons serving as members of the Netcong Fire Department perform important public safety functions and that appropriate standards concerning criminal convictions are necessary to protect the public, the members of the Fire Department, and the integrity of the Department; and

WHEREAS the Borough Council has reviewed the membership provisions of the Borough of Netcong, including the provisions establishing criminal conviction restrictions for applicants for membership in its Fire Department; and

WHEREAS the Borough Council desires to establish similar criminal record qualifications for applicants seeking membership in the Netcong Fire Department;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Netcong, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows

SECT1ON 1.    Chapter 22, “Fire Department,” § 22-4, “Requisites for membership in Department,” of the Code of the Borough of Netcong shall be amended by the addition of new Subsection C “Criminal Record Qualifications” which shall read, in its entirety, as follows:

C. Criminal record qualifications.

No person shall be appointed to or become a member of the Netcong Fire Department unless he or she:

(1) Has not been convicted of any criminal offense involving moral turpitude, or any criminal offense involving a violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:17-1, concerning arson and related offenses; N.J.S.A. 2C:33-3, concerning false public alarms; N.J.S.A. 2C:35-1 et seq., concerning the Comprehensive Drug Reform Act of 1987; or N.J.S.A. 2C:36-1, concerning drug paraphernalia.

(2) For purposes of determining compliance with this subsection, each applicant shall be subject to the criminal history investigation and background check requirements established in § 22-5 of this chapter.  A member of the Police Department, designated by the Chief of Police, shall conduct the criminal history search of each applicant and any conviction shall be disclosed to the Fire Chief and Borough Administrator.   
(3) Nothing contained in this subsection shall be construed to limit or supersede any disqualification, eligibility requirement, or other restriction imposed by applicable federal or state law.
SECTION 2.   This Ordinance may be renumbered for codification purposes.

SECTION 3.  All Ordinances of the Borough of Netcong, which are inconsistent with the provision of this Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.


SECTION 4.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance.

SECTION 5.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and publication as required by law.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced in writing at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Netcong, County of Morris and State of New Jersey, held on the 10th day of September, 2026 introduced and read by title and passed on the first reading and that the said Governing Body will further consider the same for second reading and final passage thereon at a meeting to be held on the 8th day of October, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., prevailing time, at the Municipal Building in said Borough, at which time and place a public hearing will be held thereon by the Governing Body and all persons and citizens in interest shall have an opportunity to be heard concerning same.
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